
7

Every Wednesday Janet Huot ’48 spends her morning 
with furry friends who have names like Duchess, 
Wendell, and Luna. Some have different colored eyes or 
are missing a leg or suffer from diabetes. All of them are 
looking for love and a forever home.
 
The cats at the Animal Welfare Society (AWS) in West 
Kennebunk enjoy the company and care of this alum who 
began volunteering 15 years ago, after retiring from Saco 
& Biddeford Savings where she worked for 25 years.
 
Janet’s Wednesday morning routine proceeds like 
clockwork: she provides each cat with a clean blanket, two 
toys, a pinch of catnip, and couple of treats. She also refills 
water dishes, washes cages, and mops floors. While she 
cleans and organizes, she plays a CD of soothing nature 
sounds and lets the cats out of their cages, one at a time, 
to stretch their legs by roaming around the enclosed 
room.
 
“AWS is blessed to know Janet and to have her as a 
volunteer. She has such a kind, gentle nature and brings 
a peaceful, loving energy. I can honestly say that there 
are few people as sweet as she,” said Director of Shelter 
Operations Bobbi Adkins. “To put it plainly, we could 
not do all the work we do without the support of our 
volunteers. From events, to fundraising, to kennel 
cleaning and the like, there is simply so much to be done.” 
AWS is a No Kill Shelter, which means that it does not kill 
healthy or treatable animals, regardless of space or length 
of stay. They receive animals for a variety of reasons—
strays, owner surrenders, cruelty or neglect cases, or 
transfers. Janet appreciates their inclusive approach. 
While the majority of the animals sheltered and put 
up for adoption are cats, dogs, birds, and bunnies, “I 
have seen a goat, a pig, and a rooster—they don’t refuse 
anybody,” Janet said.
 
Janet also walks dogs when she has extra time and every 
September she participates in Strut Your Mutt—a dog 
walk at Mother’s Beach in Kennebunk, which is the 
shelter’s largest single fundraising event of the year. “I love 
animals…when I go into the shelter in the winter and see 
that they’re clean and getting something to eat—that’s 
rewarding.”
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For more information about volunteer, 
donation, or adoption opportunities, visit: 

animalwelfaresociety.org or call (207) 985-3244.


