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Emma Deans recently talked with us about her experi-
ence as a student and alum of the BFA program. She 
works as a Marketing & Communications Associate at 
Thornton  Academy  in  Saco,  ME,  where,  she  says,  “[m]y  
job requires a range of multimedia skills. My boss and I 
manage  the  school’s  website,  social  media,  admissions  
materials, e-mail campaigns, and press releases. We are 
embedded in all aspects of Postscripts alumni magazine 
production (writing, editing, designing, photographing). I 
also  shoot  and  edit  videos  on  a  daily  basis.” 

 

Emma’s  position  requires  a  wide  variety  of  skills,  and  it  doesn’t  immediately  tie  back  into  her  
degree,  but  that  hasn’t  stopped  her  from  seeing  the  value  in  her  time  at  UMF.  “The  creative  
writing program at UMF gave me permission to listen to my inner voice and to share it with 
an  audience,”  she  says.  “I  think  many  young  writers  discover  their  passion  for  writing  through  
journaling and jotting down ideas for stories. The program at UMF takes that energy and fo-
cuses it into craft. I learned how to refine my ideas, establish a setting, understand narrative, 
and  polish  my  grammar.” 

We also asked her about her fondest memory of her time here, 
and  she  had  this  to  say:  “UMF  holds  a  special  place  in  my  heart.  
It was the only school I applied to as a high school senior. I 
have many wonderful memories, but I will share this one: I 
woke up very early on the morning of my graduation from UMF. 
I  couldn’t  sleep  and  the  streets  were  empty.  I  walked  across  
campus, snapping photos of this small Maine town that had be-
come my second home. It was quiet but I could feel something stirring. The winds of change 
had  come  to  carry  me  off  to  another  land.  I  was  a  writer  and  I  was  ready.” 

Finally, we asked her what advice she would give to current and former BFA candidates.  

“Take  advantage  of  as  many  travel  opportunities  as  you  can!  I  spent  a  semester  on  exchange  
in California, took a May term course in England and Spain, and went to Quebec for the Win-
ter Carnival. During summers in college I drove across the country twice to camp at national 
parks. After graduating from UMF I lived in Montana, Idaho, and Oregon. The most interest-
ing stories are waiting for you outside of your classroom. Hang out at bus stops and diners. 
Listen  in  on  conversations.  Always  carry  a  pen.” 
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